
Power Up Your PLN
http://denblogs.com/jendorman/



JEN DORMAN
http://denblogs.com/jendorman



What is a PLN

Professional
Learning 
Network



Where Is My PLN?



Where Is My PLN?

Everywhere!



Functions of a PLN



Benefits of a PLN

Fullen, Michael. "A 21st Century Professional Development Proposal." Education Week: 
Leader Talk. 14 Jan. 2009. EdWeek.org. 7 June 2009 
<http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/LeaderTalk/2009/01/a_21st_century_professional_de.html>

Teachers become:
Aware
Connected
Empowered
The Model for 21st Century Learning
Confident
A Connected Community
LEARNERS! 



Educational Networks



The Need
Connect with colleagues both within my educational 
system and world wide

The Solution
Tap into professional networks and harness social 
networks for professional learning



http://dencommunity.com



Discovery Educator Network
By the Numbers

100,000+ Discovery Educators100,000+ Discovery Educators

5,500+ STAR Discovery Educators5,500+ STAR Discovery Educators

100,000+ participants in the online community100,000+ participants in the online community

25 Leadership Councils25 Leadership Councils

18,000 professional development events18,000 professional development events

450,000 educators reached450,000 educators reached

http://dencommunity.com/http://dencommunity.com/



http://www.google.com/educators/
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http://www.pbs.org/teachers/connect/



http://www.linkedin.com/

LinkedIn Groups:
•ISTE
•Discovery Educator 
Network
•Edubloggers
•Learning, Education and 
Training Professionals 
Group



Tapped In
• Plan and conduct learning 

projects with colleagues and 
students.

• Participate in or lead topical 
discussion and groups.

• Manage and attend online 
courses offered by TPD 
providers.

• Mentor other educators.
• Try out new ideas in a safe, 

supportive environment.

http://tappedin.org/tappedin/





Facebook 
Groups
•Discovery Educator 
Network
•ISTE
•Second Life for Educators
•Classroom 2.0
•Educational Technologists
•Using Wiki in Education
•School 2.0

http://www.facebook.com/



Ning
http://www.classroom20.com/
http://edubloggerworld.ning.com/
http://education20.ning.com/
http://eduwiki.ning.com/
http://education.ning.com/
http://necc2008.ning.com/
http://linkedteachers.ning.com/
http://teachingntechnology.ning.co
m/



Professional Organizations

• Consider what your national, state, and 
regional professional organizations offer 
for educators

• List of Professional Organizations:
– http://snipurl.com/proforg



Power of RSS



The Need
Better manage time spent online researching and find 
relevant and timely content quickly

The Solution
Set up an account with an RSS aggregator to dive into 
your own learning stream





Finding Feeds
• Blogs, podcasts, news sites, and 

many other media services 
syndicate their content through 
RSS feeds



Customized News Feeds

http://news.google.com/



Create your own RSS feeds from any website
http://www.feedbeater.com/



http://www.google.com/reader/

Google Reader



http://www.google.com/ig



http://www.netvibes.com/



http://protopage.com/

Protopage



http://www.pageflakes.com/

Pageflakes



http://grazr.com/



http://www.rssbirthday.net/

Add birthday, anniversary, and other recurring event 
reminders to your RSS aggregator 



Podcasts



The Need
Access audio-based content that I can take with me 
anywhere to turn my commute into productive learning 
time

The Solution
Use iTunes or another podcast aggregator to subscribe to 
relevant podcasts that are syndicated to be delivered to 
your account when new episodes are published



iTunes + Podcasts





http://www.gcast.com/



http://www.podbean.com/ http://www.podomatic.com/http://gabcast.com/

Additional Podcasting Hosts



http://drop.io/?code=phone http://www.odeo.com/http://www.yodio.com/

Additional Podcasting Hosts



Record Your Own Podcasts

Windows
Audacity (free download)
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/

Apple
GarageBand (part of the iLife suite)
http://www.apple.com/ilife/tutorials/#garageband



Microblogs



The Need
Connect with educators world wide to quickly share 
resources and collaborate on problems and projects

The Solution
Sign up for a free microblog account



http://twitter.com/





Mr. Tweet looks through your extended 
network to help you build effective 
relationships on Twitter. 

Which are my followers I should be following in return?

Who are the influential people I should be following?

http://mrtweet.net/



Twit Search
http://search.twitter.com/



• A Phweet is a shortURL that makes 
conversations and conference calls possible 
between Twitter friends and across other social 
networks. 

• Phweet lets you accept calls with one click from 
your Twitter page or Twitter clients.

http://phweet.com/



http://twtpoll.com/



Why Tweet When You Can 
Plurk?

http://www.plurk.com/





http://shoutem.com/

https://www.yammer.com/

http://twingr.com/

Create Your Own Microblog



Lifestream
• Tumblr

– http://www.tumblr.com/
• FriendFeed

– http://friendfeed.com/
• Storytlr

– http://storytlr.com/
• Twine

– http://www.twine.com/



Managing Multiple Accounts

Ping.fm - http://ping.fm/

AtomKeep - http://www.atomkeep.com/



Inbox Management with Fuser

https://fuser.com/



Social Bookmarking



The Need
Organize and share online resources

The Solution
Sign up for a free social bookmarking account to share 
and annotate the valuable resources you find online with 
other educators, organize the assets into content related 
folders, and access them anywhere anytime  



Social Bookmarking -
Delicious

http://delicious.com/



Social Annotation - Diigo

http://diigo.com/



http://tinyurl.com/6zosub





Blogs



The Need
Reflect on best practice, share great instructional ideas, 
and get feedback from colleagues

The Solution
Create your own professional blog



Popular Blogging Engines

• Blogger
– http://www.blogger.com/

• WordPress 
– http://wordpress.org/

• EduBlogs
– http://edublogs.org/

• Windows Live Spaces 
– http://spaces.live.com/



DEN Blogs

http://denblogs.com/

7 DE Blogs
6 DEN Manager Blogs
25 Leadership Council Blogs



http://denblogs.com/jendorman/

All STAR 
Discovery 
Educators 
receive a 
FREE 
WordPress 
blog.





Collaborative Live 
Blogging with 
Integrated Media 

http://www.coveritlive.com/



Wikis



The Need
Organize resources online and collaborate with 
colleagues on publication and maintenance of online 
assets

The Solution
Set up a free wiki



Education-Friendly Wikis

• Wikispaces
– http://www.wikispaces.com/site/for/teachers

• PB Wiki
– http://pbwiki.com/education.wiki

• Wet Paint
– http://www.wetpaint.com/category/Education--Ad-

Free

• Google Sites
– http://sites.google.com/



http://eduwikius.wikispaces.com/



http://jdorman.wikispaces.com/



http://sites.google.com/



Video



The Need
Find and/or publish video content online

The Solution
Set up a free account for an online video hosting service



http://www.youtube.com/



http://mediashare.discoveryeducation.com/

All STAR 
Discovery 
Educators 
receive free 
access to DE 
MediaShare!

MediaShare is 
a terrific 
option for 
vlogging as 
well! 



http://www.ustream.tv/channel/cliotech

http://www.ustream.tv/



http://qik.com/



http://www.livestream.com/

Livestream was formerly known as Mogulus



Interactive Publishing



The Need
Store documents online for sharing and commenting

The Solution
Set up an account with an online hosting service 



Presentations

SlideShare - http://www.slideshare.net/



Online Presentation Tools
• SlideRocket

– http://www.sliderocket.com/

• Zoho Show
– http://show.zoho.com/

• authorSTREAM
– http://www.authorstream.com

/

• Spresent
– http://www.spresent.com/

• SlideSix
– http://slidesix.com/

• 280 Slides
– http://280slides.com/

• Google Presentations
– http://docs.google.com/

• Flowgram
– http://www.flowgram.com/

• Voicethread
– http://voicethread.com/



Screencasting

• Sketchcast
– http://sketchcast.com/

• Screencast-o-Matic
– http://www.screencast-o-matic.com/

• Jing
– http://www.jingproject.com/



http://www.scribd.com/



Photo Sharing

• http://flickr.com/

• http://picasa.google.com/

• http://www.shutterfly.com/

• http://www.snapfish.com/



Collaborative Workspace



The Need
Collaborate on document creation and project 
management with colleagues synchronously and 
asynchronously  

The Solution
Set up an account for a online collaborative workspace 





Mind Mapping
http://bubbl.us/

http://www.gliffy.com/
http://www.mindmeister.com/

http://mindomo.com/
http://www.mind42.com/

http://www.wisemapping.com/
http://www.glinkr.net/

http://www.mywebspiration.com/



http://www.zoho.com/



http://docs.google.com/



http://groups.google.com/



Collaborative File Storage

http://drop.io/

http://box.net/



Online Meetings



The Need
Attend real-time meetings with colleagues separated by 
geography

The Solution
Use a webinar hosting platform



http://snipurl.com/denwebinars



EdTechConnect Webinars
EdTechConnect Series: monthly 
presentations by nationally-recognized 
Ed Tech experts

– Daniel Pink
– David Warlick
– Will Richardson
– Vicki Davis
– Anastasia Goodstein
– Doug Johnson
– Kathy Schrock
– Hall Davidson
– Jason Ohler
– Tony Vincent



Discovery Educator Network Webinars

Discovery Educator Network Series: presentations by 
DEN managers and directors to showcase STAR Discovery 
Educators and best instructional practices with educational 
technology

Examples:
Shining STARs
50 Ways and Beyond
Build a Bigger Builder
Lights, Camera, Publish!
Makin’ Movies, Made Simple
Digital Storytelling with the DEN



http://edtechtalk.com/



http://wiki.classroom20.com/live%20conversations



http://www.wiziq.com/



Free Online Conference Rooms
• Palbee

– http://www.palbee.com/
• DimDim

– http://dimdim.com/
• VYEW

– http://vyew.com/
• Elluminate Vroom

– http://www.elluminate.com/vroom/index.jsp
• Collab.io

– http://collab.io/



Chat Rooms

http://www.meebo.com/rooms/
http://www.chatterous.com/
http://www.chatzy.com/
http://www.stinto.net/

Discussion Board

http://www.tangler.com/



VOIP / Text / Video

http://skype.com/

http://www.oovoo.com/



PLN on the MUVE



The Need
Interact with colleagues in real time through a virtual 
environment that allows for testing and data sharing

The Solution
Join Second Life, dress up your avatar, and check out the 
2 Discovery Plaza on EduIsland



DEN in Second Life
• DEN in Second Life SLURL

– http://slurl.com/secondlife/Eduisland%20II/75/100/22

• DEN Second Life Blog
– http://blog.discoveryeducation.com/secondlife

Clio Jacobus





http://jdorman.wikispaces.com/ppln

Visit my wiki to access the links to all the applications 
discussed in this presentation and many additional resources 
to build and maintain your Professional Learning Network.



http://www.retaggr.com/Card/jenniferdorman

Join My PLN


